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Travel Accounts—North America 

 
American Traveler's Guide to Negro History. [2nd ed.] Chicago: American Oil Co., [1964?]. 

 SpC. 973.0496073 A512a1964 

 

Back, George, Sir. Narrative of the Arctic Land Expedition to the Mouth of the Great Fish River, and Along 

the shores of the Arctic Ocean in the Years 1833, 1834, and 1835 / by Captain Back, R.N., 

commander of the expedition; illustrated by a map and plates. London: John Murray..., 1836. 

London: Printed by A. Spottiswoode. 

SPC. 910.971 B126N [Canada/Arctic] 

 

Baird, Robert. View of the Valley of the Mississippi, or the Emigrant’s and Traveller’s Guide to the West. 

Containing a General Description of that Entire Country; and Also Notices of the Soil, 

Productions, Rivers, and Other Channels of Intercourse and Trade: Likewise of the Cities and 

Towns, Progress of Education, &c. of Each State and Territory. Second edition. Philadelphia, 

Published by H.S. Tanner, 1834.  

SPC. 977 B163v1834   

 

Birbeck, Morris. Letters from the Illinois Territory; Subsequent to Notes on a Journey into the Interior of 

North America.  Philadelphia, Printed/ Belfast Reprinted:  F.D. Finlay, 1818. 

 SpC. 971.73043 B619L 1818. 

 

Bossu, M. Nouveaux voyages dans l’Amérique Septentrionale: contenant une collection de lettres écrites 

sur les lieux, par l’auteur, à son ami, M. Douin... ci-devant son camarade dans le Nouveau 

Monde. Nouv. ed. A Amsterdam, et a Paris: Chez la veuve Duchesne ..., 1778.  

SpC. 917.63043 B746n1778 

 

Brown, Samuel R.  The Western Gazetteer or Emigrant's Directory: Containing a Geographical 

Description of the Western States and Territories, Viz.: the States of Kentucky, Indiana, Louisiana, 

Ohio, Tennessee [sic] and Mississippi and the Territories of Illinois, Missouri, Alabama, 

Michigan, and North-Western: With an Appendix, Containing Sketches of Some of the Western 

Counties of New-York, Pennsylvania And Virginia; A Description of the Great Northern Lakes; 

Indian Annuities, and Directions to Emigrants Auburn, N.Y.: Printed by H.C. Southwick, 1817. 

SpC.917.7 B879w1817 

 

Catlin, George. Letters and Notes on the Manners, Customs, and Conditions of the North American 

Indians. Written during eight years’ travel amongst the wildest tribes of Indians in North America, 

with one hundred and fifty illustrations, on steel and wood, by Geo. Catlin. Philadelphia, Willis P. 

Hazard, 1857.  

SPC. 970.1 C365L1857 

 

Chamberlin, Everett. Chicago and its Suburbs. Chicago, T. A. Hungerford & co., 1874.  

SPC. 977.311 C443c1874 

 

Cheever, Henry T. Life in the Sandwich Islands: or The Heart of the Pacific, as it was and is. By Rev. 

Henry T. Cheever ... New York, A.S. Barnes & Co.; Cincinnati, H.W. Derby & Co., 1856.  

SPC. 996.9 C515L  

--Hawaii 
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Chicago by Day and Night: The Pleasure Seeker’s Guide to the Paris of America. [Philadelphia: Royal, 

189-?].  

SPC. 917.7311 C532r 

 

Condor, Josiah. North America. The Modern traveller, London: J. Duncan, 1829-30.  

SPC. 913 C745N 

 

Cramer, Zadok. The Navigator: Containing Directions for Navigating the Monongahela, Allegheny, Ohio, 

and Mississippi Rivers; with an Ample Account of these much Admired Waters, from the Head of 

the Former to the Mouth of the Latter; and a Concise Description of their Towns, Villages, 

Harbours, Settlements, &c. with Accurate Maps of the Ohio and Mississippi; to which is Added, 

an Appendix, Containing an Account of Louisiana, and of the Missouri and Columbia Rivers, as 

Discovered by the Voyage under Captains Lewis and Clarke. 7th ed., imp. and enl. Pittsburgh: 

Printed and published by Cramer, Spear & Eichbaum, 1811.  

SpC. 917.7 C889n1811 

 

---. The Navigator: Containing Directions for Navigating the Monongahela, Allegheny, Ohio, and 

Mississippi Rivers; with an Ample Account of These Much Admired Waters, from the Head of the 

Former to the Mouth of the Latter; and a Concise Description of their Towns, Villages, Harbors, 

Settlements, &c.; with Maps of the Ohio and Mississippi; to which is Added an Appendix, 

Containing an Account of Louisiana, and of the Missouri and Columbia rivers, as Discovered by 

the Voyage under Capts. Lewis and Clark. Tenth ed. Pittsburgh: Printed and published by Cramer 

& Spear, Franklin head, Wood Street., 1818.  

SpC. 917.7 C889n1818 

 

Custer, Elizabeth Bacon. Boots and Saddles; or, Life in Dakota with General Custer. With portrait and 

map. New York, Harper & Brothers, 1885.  

SPC. 973.82 C987B1885 

 

Darby, William.  The Emigrant's Guide to the Western and Southwestern States and Territories: 

Comprising a Geographical and Statistical Description of the States; Louisiana, Mississippi, 

Tennessee, Kentucky, and Ohio; the Territories of Alabama, Missouri, and Michigan; and the 

Western Parts of Virginia, Pennsylvania, and New-York; with a Complete List of the Road and 

River Routes, West of the Allegheny Mountains, and the Connecting Roads from New-York, 

Philadelphia, and Washington City, to New-Orleans, St. Louis, and Pittsburg; the Whole 

Comprising a more Comprehensive Account of the Soil, Productions, Climate, and Present State 

of Improvement of the Regions Described, than Any Work Hitherto Published; Accompanied by a 

Map of the United States, Including Louisiana, Projected and Engraved Expressly for This Work. 

New York: Kirk and Mercein, 1818.  

SpC. 977 D213e1818 

 

Dedmon, Emmett. Fabulous Chicago. New York: Random House, 1953.  

SpC. 977.311 D299f1953 

 

Dickens, Charles. American Notes for General Circulation. London, Chapman and Hall, 1842.  

SPCD. 823 D548AC 

 

---.  American Notes for General Circulation/ with an introd. by Angus Wilson; [notes by John S. Whitley 

and Arnold Goldman]; ill. by Raymond F. Houlihan. Avon, Conn.: Limited Editions Club, 1975.  

SPCD. 917.30458 D548A1975 

 

Dreiser, Theodore. A Hoosier Holiday/ by Theodore Dreiser; with illustrations by Franklin Booth. New 

York: John Lane; London: John Lane, c1916.  

SPC. 917.7 D771h1916 

 

https://i-share.carli.illinois.edu/dpu/cgi-bin/Pwebrecon.cgi?SC=Title&SEQ=20091008113326&PID=bSh6aWWk9RrLcCPwBcY1&SA=The+Modern+traveller,
https://i-share.carli.illinois.edu/dpu/cgi-bin/Pwebrecon.cgi?SC=Author&SEQ=20091009131855&PID=pBk_KVn0chrltMfWHj9E6ty&SA=Dedmon,+Emmett.
https://i-share.carli.illinois.edu/dpu/cgi-bin/Pwebrecon.cgi?SC=Author&SEQ=20091009131501&PID=2DtUsUuPHbLCFB8gMNlxrCY&SA=Dickens,+Charles,+1812-1870.
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---. A Traveler at Forty, by Theodore Dreiser... illustrated by W. Glackens. New York, The Century Co., 

1913.  

SPC. 914 D771t 

 

Fearon, Henry Bradshaw. Sketches of America: A Narrative of a Journey of Five Thousand Miles through 

the Eastern and Western States of America; Contained in Eight Reports Addressed to the Thirty-

nine English Families by Whom the Author aas Deputed, in June 1817, to Ascertain Whether Any, 

and What Part of the United States Would be Suitable for Their Residence. London: Printed for 

Longman, Hurst, Rees, Orme, and Brown, 1818.  

SpC. 917.3 F288s1818 

 

Gibbes, Robert W. Cuba for Invalids. New York: Townsend, 1860.  

SpC. 613.12209729 G438c1860 

 

Giraud, P. F. F. J. Beautés de l’histoire d’Amerique, d’après les plus célèbres voyageurs et géographes qui 

ont écrit sur cette partie du monde. Par G * * * Ornées de 32 nouveaux sujets de gravures 

représentant les costumes, habitations, animaux &c... Paris, D’Alexis Eymery, 1818.  

CM. 917.04 G5221818 

 

Hall, James. Notes on the Western States; Containing Descriptive Sketches of their Soil, Climate, 

Resources, and Scenery. Philadelphia, H. Hall, 1838.  

SPC. 917.704 H177n1838 

 

Harriman Alaska Expedition, 1899. Alaska. New York, Doubleday, Page & Company 1901- 

SPC. 508.798 H297a 

 

Hawthorne, Nathaniel. Passages from the American Note-books of Nathaniel Hawthorne. Boston, 

Houghton, Mifflin, 1883.  

SPC. 813 H399PA 

 

Hennepin, Louis. A Description of Louisiana. Translated from the ed. of 1683, and compared with the 

Nouvelle découverte, the La Salle documents and other contemporaneous papers, by John Gilmary 

Shea. New York, J. G. Shea, 1880.  

VSI. 917.63 H5151880 

 

---. Father Louis Hennepin’s Description of Louisiana: Newly Discovered to the Southwest of New France 

by Order of the King/ translated from the original edition by Marion E. Cross; with an introduction 

by Grace Lee Nute. [Minneapolis]: Published for the Minnesota Society of the Colonial Dames of 

America, University of Minnesota Press, [1980].  

VSI. 917.63 H5151938 

 

Hepworth, George H. The Whip, Hoe, and Sword: Or, the Gulf-department in ’63. Boston: Walker, Wise, 

1864.  

SPC. 973.78 H529W2  

--Southern US 

 

Jay, William. A Review of the Causes and Consequences of the Mexican War. Boston, B.B. Mussey & Co.; 

Philadelphia, U. Hunt & Co.; [etc., etc.] 1849.  

SpC. 973.6 J42r1849 

 

Jesuits. Letters from Missions (North America) The Jesuit Relations and Allied Documents; Travels and 

Explorations of the Jesuit Missionaries in New France, 1610-1791; the Original French, Latin, 

and Italian Texts, with English Translations and Notes. Edited by Reuben Gold Thwaites. 

Cleveland, Burrows Bros. Co., 1896-1901.  

SPC. 973 J49 71 vols. 
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Kane, Elisha Kent.  Arctic Explorations: The Second Grinnell Expedition in Search of Sir John Franklin, 

1853, ’54, ’55/ By Elisha Kent Kane; illustrated by upwards of three hundred engravings, from 

sketches by the author. Philadelphia: Childs & Peterson, 1857.  

SpC. 910.916327 K16a1857 

 

Knapp, Samuel L. Extracts from the Journal of Marshal Soult [pseud.] Addressed to a Friend: How 

Obtained, and by Whom Translated is not a Subject of Enquiry... Newburyport, [MA]: William B. 

Allen & Co., 1817.  

SpC. 974.403 K67e1817  

--Massachusetts  

 

L’Héritier, Louis Franc ̧ois. Le Champ-d’Asile, tableau topographique et historique du Texas, contenant des 

détails sur le sol, le climat et les productions de cette contrée; des documens authentiques sur 

l’organisation de la colonie des réfugiés français; des notices sur ses principaux fondateurs; des 

extraits de leurs proclamations et autres actes publics: suivi de lettres écrites par des colons à 

quelque-uns de leurs compatriotes. (Pub. au profit des réfugiés) Par L. F. LH. Paris, Ladvocat, 

1819.  

SPC. 917.64 L621C  

--Texas. 

 

Mackay, Charles. Life and Liberty in America: or, Sketches of a Tour in the United States and Canada in 

1857-8. By Charles Mackay... with ten illustrations. New-York, Harper & Brothers, 1859.  

SPC. 917.3 M153L1859 

 

Marryat, Frederick. A Diary in America, with Remarks on its Institutions. Part second. By Capt. Marryat. 

London, Longman, Orme, Brown, Green & Longmans, 1839.  

SPC. 917 M362A 

 

Muir, John. Our National Parks. New and enl. ed. Boston: Houghton Mifflin Company, 1909. 

 SpC. 917.3 M95 

  

Nuttall, Thomas. A Journal of Travels into the Arkansas Territory, During the Year 1819. With Occasional 

Observations on the Manners of the Aborigines. Illustrated by a Map and other Engravings. 

Philadelphia: T. H. Palmer, 1821. 

 SPC. 976 N981J 

 

Paulding, James Kirke. The New Mirror for Travellers and Guide to the Springs/ by an amateur. New 

York: G. & C. Carvill, 1828.  

SPC. 817 P325N 

-Chappaqua Spring, Upstate NY, early canal travel 

 

Perrin du Lac, M. Voyage dans les deux Louisianes, et chez les nations sauvages du Missouri, par les 

Etats-Unis, l'Ohio et les provinces qui le bordent, en 1801, 1802, et 1803: avec un aperçu des 

moeurs, des usages, du caractère et des coutumes religieuses et civiles des peuples de ces diverses 

contrées, Paris: Capelle et Renand; Lyon: Bruysset aîné et Buynand, 1805.  

SpC. 917.63 P458v1805 

 

Pierce, Bessie Louise. As Others See Chicago: Impressions of Visitors, 1673-1933/ compiled and edited by 

Bessie Louise Pierce... with the assistance of Joe L. Norris... Chicago, Ill., University of Chicago 

Press [1933].  

SpC. 977.311 A797p1933 
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Pittman, Philip. The Present State of the European Settlements on the Mississippi, with a Geographical 

Description of that River Illustrated by Plans and Draughts, by Captain Philip Pittman. An exact 

reprint of the original edition, London, 1770; ed., with introduction, notes, and index, by Frank 

Heywood Hodder... with facsimiles of the original maps and plans. Cleveland: The A.H. Clark 

Company, 1906. 

 SpC. 977.01 P689p 1906 

 

Pulszky, Ferencz Aurelius. White, Red, Black: Sketches of Society in the United States during the Visit of 

their Guests [Louis Kossuth]/ by Francis and Theresa Pulszky. New York: Redfield, 1853.  

SPC. 917.304 P982W1853 

 

Sala, George Augustus. America Revisited: From the Bay of New York to the Gulf of Mexico, and from 

Lake Michigan to the Pacific. London: Vizetelly & Co., 1882. 

SpC. 973.83 S159a 1882 v. 1-2 

 

---. My Diary in America in the Midst of War. London: Tinsley brothers, 1865.  

SpC. 973.78 S159m1865 

 

Shackleton, Robert. The Book of Chicago/ illustrated with photographs and with drawings by Herbert 

Pullinger. Philadelphia: Penn Pub. Co., 1920.  

SpC. 917.7311 S524b1920 

 

Shea, John Gilmary. Early Voyages Up and Down the Mississippi, by Cavelier, St. Cosme, Le Sueur, 

Gravier, and Guignas. Albany, J. Munsell, 1861.  

SPC. 977 E12C1861 

 

Shea, John Gilmary. Perils of the Ocean and Wilderness, or, Narratives of Shipwreck and Indian Captivity: 

Gleaned from Early Missionary Annals. Boston: P. Donahoe, 1857.  

SpC. 971.0162 S539p1857 

 

Smith, Amanda. An Autobiography; the Story of the Lord’s Dealings with Mrs. Amanda Smith, the Colored 

Evangelist; Containing an Account of her Life Work of Faith, and her Travels in America, 

England, Ireland, Scotland, India, and Africa, as an Independent Missionary. With an 

introduction by Bishop Thoburn. Chicago, Meyer, 1893.  

SPC. 269.2 S642A 

 

Smith, John. Advertisements for the Unexperienced Planters of New England, or Anywhere, or, the 

Pathway to Erect a Plantation / with a fac-simile of Smith’s map of New England, with additions 

and corrections as published in 1635. Boston: William Veazie, 1865.  

SPC. 917.40402 S651a1865 

 

---. A Description of New England: Or, Observations and Discoveries in the North of America in the Year 

of Our Lord 1614, with the Success of Six Ships that Went the Next Year, 1615/ with a fac-simile 

of the original map. Boston: W. Veazie, 1865.  

SPC. 917.40402 S651d1865 

 

Smith, John Calvin. The Illustrated Hand-book, a New Guide for Travelers through the United States of 

America: Containing a Description of the States, Cities, Towns, Villages, Watering Places, 

Colleges...; with the Railroad, Stage, and Steamboat Routes, the Distances from Place to Place, 

and the Fares on the Great Traveling Routes. Embellished with 125 ... engravings. Accompanied 

by a large ... map. New York: Sherman & Smith, 1848.  

SPC. 917.3 S652I 
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Tanner, Henry Schenck. The American Traveller, or Guide through the United States: Containing Brief 

Notices of the Several States, Cities, Principal Towns, Canals and Rail Roads, etc. with Tables of 

Distances, by Stage, Canal and Steam Boat Routes: The Whole Alphabetically Arranged, with 

Direct Reference to the Accompanying Map of the Roads, Canals, and Railways of the United 

States. Eighth edition. Philadelphia:: Published by H. Tanner, Jr.; New York:: T.R. Tanner., 1842., 

c1839 ([Philadelphia]: Joseph and William Kite, printers.)  

SpC. 917.3 T166a1842 

 

“Travel Journal Describing a Yonkers, New York Man and His Family Trip to Chicago, Denver, 

Nantucket, and Quebec Manuscript.” 1897. 

 SpC. 917 T779x 1897 

 

Trollope, Frances Milton. Domestic Manners of the Americans. London: Whittaker, Treacher, & Co.; New-

York: Reprinted for the booksellers, 1832.  

SpC. 973.045 T847d1832 

 

United States. War Dept. Schoolcraft and Allan--Expedition to Northwest Indians: Letter from the 

Secretary of War, Transmitting a Map and report of Lieut. Allen and H.B. [i.e. R.] Schoolcraft’s 

visit to the northwest Indians in 1832. Doc./ 23d Cong., 1st sess., House; no. 323 [Washington]: 

Gales and Seaton, [1834].  

SPC. 976.205 U58S1834 

 

Venegas, Miguel. Noticia de la California, y de su conquista temporal, y espiritual hasta el tiempo 

presente. Sacada de la historia manvscrita, formada en Mexico año de 1739/ por el padre Miguèl 

Venegas, de la Compañia de Jesus; y de otras noticias, y relaciones antiguas, y modernas [por 

Andrés Marcos Burriel]. Madrid: En la imprenta de la viuda de m. Fernandez, y del Supremo 

consejo de la Inquisicion, 1757. 

 SPC. 979.401 V455NO 

 

Verner, Coolie. The Northpart of America/ Coolie Verner and Basil Stuart-Stubbs. [s.l.]: Academic Press 

Canada, c1979.  

SPC. 971.01 V531n1979 

 

Warner, Isaac W. The Immigrant’s Guide and Citizen’s Manual: A Work for Immigrants of all Classes to 

the United States of North America; with Directions and Valuable Information for Travelers. New 

York: C.M. Saxton, 1848.  

SpC 323.60973 W281i1848 

 

Weld, Isaac.  Travels through the States of North America, and the Provinces of Upper and Lower Canada, 

during the Years 1795, 1796, and 1797. By Isaac Weld, junior. London: J. Stockdale, 1799. 

 SPC. 917 W443T 

 

Wilkes, Charles. Narrative of the United States Exploring Expedition During the Years 1838, 1839, 1840, 

1841, 1842. New York: G. P. Putnam, 1851.  

SPC. 910.9 W682N 

 

Wislizenus, F. A. Memoir of a Tour to Northern Mexico: Connected with Col. Doniphan’s Expedition, in 

1846 and 1847. 30th Congress, 1st session. Senate. Miscellaneous; no. 26 Washington: Tippin & 

Streeper, printers, 1848. 

SpC. 910.4 W814m1848 

 

Wright, Frances. Views of Society and Manners in America; in a Series of Letters from That Country to a 

Friend in England, during the Years 1818, 1819, and 1820. By an Englishwoman. From the 1st 

London ed. with additions and corrections by the author. New York, E. Bliss and E. White, 1821.  

SPC. 917.3 W949V 

https://i-share.carli.illinois.edu/dpu/cgi-bin/Pwebrecon.cgi?SC=Title&SEQ=20091009125840&PID=CNgPpvknrZOs9PmifdXgh7C&SA=Doc.+/+23d+Cong.,+1st+sess.,+House+;

